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Scaled scores show whether a pupil has met an expected standard or not.

Since 2016, the national curriculum tests have been reported using scaled 

scores. The key stage 2 tests have a scaled score from 80 to 120, with a 

scaled score of 100 representing the expected standard at the end of the 

key stage. 

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the 

scale, either at, above or below 100.

• A child who achieves the ‘national expected standard’ (a score of 100) will 

be judged to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas 

assessed by the tests.

• In July 2024, for the test results, each pupil will receive:
oA raw score (number of raw marks awarded).

oA scaled score in each tested subject.

oConfirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard.

What is a scaled score?



The tests

⚫ The children will undertake 
tests in English and Maths

⚫ English:

- Reading 

- Grammar, punctuation and 
spelling (inc. a separate 
spelling test paper)

⚫ Maths:

- Paper 1: Arithmetic

- Paper 2: Reasoning

- Paper 3: Reasoning  



Timetable



• The Reading Test consists of a single test paper 

with three independent reading texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which 

includes reading the texts and answering the 

questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the 

comprehension and understanding of a child’s 

reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected 

response, others require short answers and some 
require an extended response or explanation.

Reading



There is usually a non-fiction text included, e.g. an 

information text, a persuasive leaflet or a 

newspaper article.

Questions at the start of 

the test are 

straightforward ‘fact 
retrieval’. Children can 

copy relevant 

information.



Poetry appears regularly in the test paper. 

Children are asked to describe the effect 

of certain word choices and comment on 
the poem’s meaning.



The last text in the paper is usually the most 

demanding. At this stage, there may also be more 

inference based questions – the answers may be 

implied rather than stated in an obvious way.

3 Mark 

Questions 



How are we preparing in school?

• Regular reading comprehension lessons

 Teaching the skills of scanning, inferring, justifying and using 

evidence. We model how to read with expression and we have 

class discussions about literature.

• Opportunities for reading across the curriculum

 Our new curriculum in History, Geography and Science is  

 challenging and exciting.  There are many opportunities to read, 

retrieve and infer information in these lessons.

• Use of Lexia, an online reading comprehension programme

• Extra practise sessions for some children



How can you help?
• Listen to your child reading

Listening to your child read can take many forms.

First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to your child read.

Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their feelings and actions, how it 
makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions.

Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the internet or an app on a phone or tablet.

All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
newspapers, magazines, football programmes and TV guides.



What is inference?

Deduction

Speculation

Examination



Grammar, spelling and punctuation

•A Spelling test is administered containing 20 words, 

lasting approximately 15 minutes

•A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary 

and Grammar

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer 

questions, including some multiple choice

•Marks for these two tests are added together to give a 

total for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar







Sample SPaG question



Sample SPaG question



Sample SPaG question





How are we preparing in school?
• Daily Retrieval Practice in grammar and punctuation 

 teaching grammar rules, the terminology and how to use punctuation

• Spelling lessons

 Several short lessons each week focussing on a specific area of spelling  

as well as opportunities to practise spelling the statutory words and a 

weekly spelling test

• Integrate grammar and punctuation knowledge into general writing 

tasks– when children are composing their own pieces, e.g. stories, 

reports, diary entries, we focus on how to construct different types of 

sentences and ensure that children use a variety of punctuation 

confidently

• Familiarity with test-style questions

  Past-paper questions are used to see if they can apply their 

knowledge in the context of a test.  Additionally, we practise the style 

of spelling test used in the SATs



How can you help?
•Help your child learn the spellings that are sent home 

Rewrite the spellings to practise; play spelling games and 

compete against each other; keep spellings on display, 

somewhere central. Use the website www.spellingframe.co.uk to 

practise the spellings

• Encourage your child to complete the weekly homework on 

spag.com

•Be a punctuation detective

When reading to and/or with your child discuss the use of inverted 

commas to mark speech, the use of parenthesis (brackets) to add 

additional information, the use of capital letters etc. 

•Revision books/ Study guides
The grammar paper relies on a child knowing the terminology e.g. subordinate 
clause, main clause, adjective, article, passive, active – and many more. We 

use these in daily teaching practice however, for additional support at home, 

we are setting regular homework using the CGP books together and going over 

topics covered that week, in class.

http://www.spellingframe.co.uk/


Maths

•Children will sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

•Paper 1 is for ‘Arithmetic’ lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation 

methods for all operations, including use of fractions, percentages 

and decimals.

•Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, each lasting 

for 40 minutes.

•Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer 

questions in context and decide what is required to find a solution.



Arithmetic



Arithmetic





Reasoning
What’s 

the first 

step?



Reasoning



How are we preparing in school?

• Weekly mental and written method lessons – teach children formal 

written methods and effective mental strategies to ensure speed in 

the tests.

• Opportunities to solve problems and puzzles– we encourage 

children to apply their calculation skills to different contexts and try 

to make links to real-life where possible.

• Familiarity with test-style questions– At the end of lessons, we’ll 

usually give children a past-paper question that relates to the topic 

covered, to see if they can apply their knowledge in the context of 

a test.



How can you help?
•Rehearsing times tables

Recall of times tables facts can help with multiplication and 

division questions, but also when working out word problems 

in the reasoning paper. There are also lots of websites and 

apps available to support this.

•Regular practise of written arithmetic methods

The more practise that children can have of using formal 

calculation methods, the better. 

•Revision books/ Study guides

Every week, we set homework tasks which are related to 

concepts covered in class that week. Some of the tasks can 

be challenging – please help your child to go over the 

methods needed (as detailed in the burgundy book) before 

they tackle the questions.





Writing
Writing will be teacher assessed but can be moderated by the local authority

 



Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to family or friends, 

shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories and poems.

Write together – be a good role model for writing.

Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling and a thesaurus to find 

synonyms and expand vocabulary.

Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will 

allow for editing and correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good 

writing features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure 

and punctuation).

Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small 

successes!

How to help your child with writing



As SATS week approaches…
⚫ Keep the children calm! We want them to do well but don’t wish the children to get 

unduly stressed (for some of them, this is possibly the most stressful thing that they 
have done so far!)

⚫ However, it’s important to emphasise that the tests are important and they will be 
disappointed if they don’t achieve what they are capable of – motivation and 
having a positive attitude are both important. We want the children to have high 
aspirations! 

⚫ Ensure that the children do find time to complete homework and to do some revision 
tasks

⚫ Use the revision guides. These are most effective when adults work through some of 
the activities with their child

⚫ The revision materials and practice tests are generally effective in helping children – 
obviously don’t over do it!

⚫ Useful websites:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/ 

https://www.yearsix.co.uk/buddy/

⚫ Past papers http://www.satspapers.co.uk/ks2.php 

⚫ More Information What Are SATs? And All Your Other Questions Answered: Parents 
Guide To The SATs (UK) (thirdspacelearning.com)

⚫ As the tests get closer ensure the children are eating and sleeping well – healthy 
body, healthy mind theory. Give them time for fun too – particularly the chance to 
be active 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/
https://www.yearsix.co.uk/buddy/
http://www.satspapers.co.uk/ks2.php
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/everything-parents-need-know-sats-guide/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/everything-parents-need-know-sats-guide/


Breakfast really is the most important 

meal of the day…

During SATs week, we will offer a breakfast club for year 

6s. This is free and the year 6s will have a selection of 

cereals, toast and yogurts to choose from. This will ensure 

that their brain is fuelled and ready for the tests. 
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